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paragraph describing why the under 18 team is a competitive force and one
paragraph describing why the under 18 team is not a competitive force. Please no hot
takes on the under 18 team (you can take your pick on the rule). I would argue that

we are not yet at the age where all the key elements of a successful club are in place.
Despite the talent at the top, for a club the success is still more of the same and

there is still a way to go to make it all fit together. Get it right in youth and you make
a start. Get it wrong and there is still a way to go. In the meantime it is important to

monitor the progress of younger players and the development of youth players.
Those engaged in the sport are always aware that the difference between them and

the best players in the world is a very small one, but it’s not a pleasant thought.
Investing in a youngster gives you at least a fighting chance of securing a very high

level performance from the player. Developing a collection of youngsters is also more
likely to yield success than developing just one very good player, but if you don’t

believe me, ask Arsene Wenger. Why do we need youth development? Adam Bywater
– I think we need youth development because it gives clubs the chance to build a

collection of players and it allows good clubs to develop
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