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Sunday, January 10, 2014 Indian Airline Privatisation: The August 2008 UDAN award
was not transparent Already brimming with cynicism, | am greatly disappointed by
the way the UP government has been handling this issue. Actually, | am disillusioned.
| trust the obvious hype and publicity of the UDAN scheme is a product of the media
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and UP government itself.l had got the impression they knew that these awards were
not going to work as promised. And | had this feeling because of the way two of my
friends were welcomed back from USA after the golden jubilee in a day to celebrate
by this Chief Minister. | am sure a more sincere, transparent and fair evaluation is not
in our government’s genes. Predictably, small towns are getting all the money. And
the same cities continue to welcome new and old jet airliners. Honestly, if you win,
you don’t get the money. If you lose, the government as well as the public will accuse
you and you will have to face the music. Granted, no one would have complained if
Jaipur or Agra got the same, and no one would object if not Ahmedabad got anything,
but we were thinking it would be some new towns and cities that would get the
money. Instead, most of the money has gone to small towns, with the cities that
didn’'t get any complaining, surprisingly, not a single complaint. | am not surprised.
Wouldn’t the Cabinet approve it if this was not coming from an elected government?
So what is the problem? The thing is, the money is not going to be distributed by the
government at the right time and in the right manner. The money will go to the flight
plan approved by the Cabinet, and the plans can come from even a different
government - be it the Centre or the State government. And it is the duty of the
Cabinet to distribute the money. No matter how good the intentions, if the Cabinet is
not doing it, the government doesn’t have the authority to spend the money as well.
Hence, the best thing that could happen is that the government owns up to its
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