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experiments were performed to study the
origin and conduction velocity of the four
vasoconstrictor nerves supplying the
rabbit ear. Stimulation of the external
carotid nerve (ECN) on the side of the
ear caused responses in the middle and
posterior auricular branches (MAPb,
MAPp, respectively), but not in the great
auricular nerve (GAN). The threshold of
these responses was 5.6 +/- 0.5 mA
(mean +/- SE, n = 9) for MAPp and 7.2
+/- 1.1 mA (n = 11) for MAPb. The
onset latency was between 1.5 +/- 0.1 and
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3.8 +/- 0.4 ms (mean +/- SE, n = 7) for
MAPp and between 0.7 +/- 0.1 and 1.1
+/- 0.1 ms (n = 11) for MAPb.
Stimulation of the ECN on the opposite
side caused responses in the great
auricular nerve (GAN) as well as in the
MAPb and MAPp. The threshold of the
responses in the GAN was 10.0 +/- 1.4
mA (n = 8). The onset latency was
between 0.8 +/- 0.1 and 1.2 +/- 0.1 ms (n
= 8) for GAN and between 1.8 +/- 0.2
and 3.1 +/- 0.4 ms (n = 9) for MAPb and
MAPp. Stimulation of the GAN on the
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side of the ear caused responses in the
external carotid and superficial temporal
arteries. The threshold was between 8.4
+/- 0.9 and 8.9 +/- 1.1 mA (n = 5) and
the onset latency was between 1.2 +/- 0.1
and 1.4 +/- 0.1 ms (n = 5). Stimulation of
the superficial temporal artery on the side
of the ear caused responses in the MAPb
and MAPp, 54b84cb42d
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